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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all timeDescribed by the

Chicago Tribune as "a classic," The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt stands as one of the greatest

biographies of our time. The publication of The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt on September 14th,

2001 marks the 100th anniversary of Theodore Roosevelt becoming president.
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Theodore Roosevelt... Harvard graduate, historian, New York state assemblyman; rancher, Civil

Service Commissioner, New York City Police Commissioner, Assistant Secretary of the Navy;

Commanding officer of the "Rough Riders;" war hero; Governor of New York; Vice President, and

then President of the United States. All of these accomplishments by the time this extraordinary

man reached 42 years of age. Theodore Roosevelt's historical achievements are indeed most

impressive!In his Pulitzer Prize-winning biography "The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt," biographer

Edmund Morris masterfully chronicles the life of this mercurial, complex, and paradoxical man who

became the 26th President of the United States.Morris's brilliant narrative depicts Theodore

Roosevelt as a man who towered over his world. Yet who would have guessed at future greatness

for this, the oldest son of one of New York's wealthiest and most respected families? A sickly child,

afflicted with constant bouts of asthma and chronic diarrhea, he is seen by his parents as a child

"with the mind, but not the body..." for high achievement. But the young Roosevelt senses his own



potential for greatness and resolves to strive mightily to achieve it...Throughout his life, TR is a man

of many paradoxes. Largely self-educated, he eventually attends Harvard University, from which he

graduates magna cum laude in 1880 with a Phi Beta Kappa key in one hand and a membership in

Porcellain, Harvard's most prestigious social club, in the other. The son of a wealthy philanthropist,

he eschews the traditional, genteel, upper-class lifestyle in favor of the rough-and-tumble of New

York politics. A member of the Republican party, he champions progressive reform.

I had no idea that I would love this book as much as I did. I had no idea this book was as good as it

is. I've never read a biography that drew me in so completely from the first paragraph of the first

page of the prologue. I absolutely savored each page of "The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt" and

while President Roosevelt's life is fascinating, it is Mr. Morris' unique style of story-telling that made

reading this book such a joy. I doubt I would have enjoyed as much a TR biography written by

another.I knew very little about Roosevelt going into this book and I can't understand why, as a New

Yorker, I never learned about this most remarkable New Yorker in school. Children should learn his

story - it's an exciting adventure that could ignite a lifelong love of history in a child.In my opinion,

the thing that makes "The Rise..." great is that Edmund Morris worked so hard to convey his

enthusiasm for his subject through his writing. His fascination with TR is contagious. I caught it

immediately and am so glad that I did.Roosevelt was simply amazing. A true Renaissance Man. He

overcame childhood illness with sheer will and determination. He authored books on subjects as

wide-ranging as naval history, ornithology, the West. He took the New York Assembly by storm at

23. He was (to name a few things) a rancher, a mayoral candidate, a reformer, a police

commissioner, an assistant Secretary of the Navy. And then came the Spanish-American War and

his heroic stint as leader of the Rough Riders. He was semi-reluctantly drafted to be McKinley's Vice

President and "The Rise..." takes us up to the days after an assassin's bullets felled McKinley and

Roosevelt was (at 42) on the brink of the Presidency as McKinley hovered near death.
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